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Page 2: ABSTRACT (if necessary)

The Abstract is a brief description (summary) of the highlights (research, methodology and results) of an experimental study, and is one paragraph in length. Abstracts should be written in an active voice (“Results showed” . . . . not “It was found that”), should be 100 words or less, has no indentions, and

should be arranged in the same order as your paper.
Page 3-??: HOW TO CHOOSE A PAPER TOPIC & WRITE A THESIS 
I.  The Paper Question

A.  Almost all assignments, no matter how complicated, can be reduced to a single question. 
Your first step, then, is to distill the assignment into a specific question.  

     Example Q: “What are the potential benefits of using computers in a fourth-grade class?”

___________________________________________________________ . 

                                                       (Write yours, following the example in the space above).
B.  After you’ve chosen the question your essay will answer, compose one or two complete sentences answering that question.
A: “The potential benefits of using computers in a fourth-grade class are . . .”

OR
A: “Using computers in a fourth-grade class promises to improve . . .”

___________________________________________________________ . 

                                                       (Write yours, following the example in the space above).
The answer to the question is the idea for the paper.

II. Generate a thesis statement from your question & answer idea.
A. Brainstorm the topic.
Let’s say that your class focuses upon the problems posed by changes in the dietary habits of Americans. You find that you are interested in the amount of sugar Americans consume.  You start out with a thesis statement like this:

“Sugar consumption.”

___________________________________________________________ .

(Write yours, following the example in the space above).
This fragment isn’t a thesis statement. Instead, it simply indicates a general subject.  Furthermore, your reader doesn’t know what you want to say about sugar consumption.

B. Narrow the topic.
Your readings about the topic, however, have led you to the conclusion that elementary school children are consuming far more sugar than is healthy.  You change your thesis to look like this:

“Reducing sugar consumption by elementary school children.”
___________________________________________________________ .

(Write yours, following the example in the space above).
This fragment not only announces your subject, but it focuses on one segment of the population: elementary school children. Furthermore, it raises a subject upon which reasonable people could disagree, because while most people might agree that children consume more sugar than they used to, not everyone would agree on what should be done or who should do it. You should note that this fragment is not a thesis statement because your reader doesn’t know your conclusions on the topic.

C. Take a position on the topic.
After reflecting on the topic a little while longer, you decide that what you really want to say about this topic is that something should be done to reduce the amount of sugar these children consume.  You revise your thesis statement to look like this:

“More attention should be paid to the food and beverage choices available to elementary school children.”
___________________________________________________________ .

(Write yours, following the example in the space above).
This statement asserts your position, but the terms more attention and food and beverage choices are vague.
D. Use specific language.
You decide to explain what you mean about food and beverage choices, so you write:

“Experts estimate that half of elementary school children consume nine times the recommended daily allowance of sugar.”

___________________________________________________________ .

(Write yours, following the example in the space above).
This statement is specific, but it isn’t a thesis. It merely reports a statistic instead of making an assertion.

E. Make an assertion based on clearly stated support.
You finally revise your thesis statement one more time to look like this:

“Because half of all American elementary school children consume nine times the recommended daily allowance of sugar, schools should be required to replace the beverages in soda machines with healthy alternatives.”

___________________________________________________________ .

(Write yours, following the example in the space above).
Notice how the thesis answers the question, “What should be done to reduce sugar consumption by children, and who should do it?” When you started thinking about the paper, you may not have had a specific question in mind, but as you became more involved in the topic, your ideas became more specific. Your thesis changed to reflect your new insights.

F. A strong thesis statement:

· takes a stand (is not vague asserts your conclusions about a subject)
· justifies discussion (is not just an observation..it has a point & takes on a subject upon which reasonable people could disagree

· expresses one main idea (is not mixing 2 or more big ideas)
· and is specific (not general and deals with a subject that can be adequately treated given the nature of the assignment
Is your thesis statement strong?  _______ . 
II. WRITE an OUTLINE of research paper (all your written ideas/positions must be directly relevant to your topic and supported by research evidence).  Use the Stacking Method to design your paper outline:

I. Introduction begin with the Thesis statement: in one clear sentence state the focus of your paper (your opening paragraph ending with thesis statement)

A. Key points (have 3-5)

1. State each main point you be making

2. Main point 2

3. Main point 3

…continue if necessary

II. Body of paper  - outline the topic sentence and supporting research for each point you’ll be covering in the paper, beginning with point#1 stated in the introduction
A. Point 1 – topic sentence idea

1.  Research concept

a. Supporting ideas(s)

i. Example or illustration of supporting idea

ii. Detail for example or illustration

b. Connect to next concept
B. Point 2 – topic sentence idea

1. Research concept

a. Suppoting idea(s)

i. Example or illustration of supporting idea

ii. Detail for example or illustration

b. Connect to next concept

C. Point 3 – topic sentence idea 

1. Research concept

a. Supporting idea(s)

i. Example or illustration of supporting idea

ii. Detail for example or illustration

b. After last point is made and supported, create a transition to summary and conclusion.
III. Summary paragraph – create a key summary sentence that declares a wrap up of concepts to begin this paragraph
A. Follow the summary sentence with clear sentenceces that summarize each of the main ideas that have been discussed in the body of the paper


1. summary of point 1


2. summary of point 2


3. summary of point 3
IV. Conclusion – transition to the ending of your paper and final thoughts in a paragraph
V. Reference page – in alphabeteical order by last name (see APA format in google)
LAST PAGE: REFERENCES (see APA guide for citing your work / sources)
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Good examples of research paper outlines to use:
Thesis: In my years of driving, I have become aware of three types of drivers who tend to create havoc on the road and have learned to guard against them.
	Topic outline:

Introduction: The hazardous types of drivers

I. Topic1 - Irresponsible drivers

A. Unaccountable to other drivers

B. Dangerous to other drivers

C. Defense: Keep a distance

II. Topic2 - Stubborn drivers

A. Determined

B. Unsafe

C. Defense: Don’t argue

III. Topic 3 - Absent-minded drivers

A. Heedless of surroundings

B. Unaware of their driving

C. Defense: Be ready to use the horn

Conclusion: Development of awareness of other drivers in order to drive defensively.


	Sentence outline:

Introduction: There are three types of hazardous drivers on the road.

I. Irresponsible drivers refuse to be accountable for the welfare of others.

A. They speed through school zones.

B. They change lanes heedlessly.

C. I have learned to keep a safe distance.

II. Stubborn drivers insist on having their own way.

A. They drive in the left lane, forcing others to pass

on the right.

B. They drive slowly, not allowing others to pass.

C. I don’t try to argue with stubborn drivers.

III. Absent-minded drivers are heedless of their

surroundings and do not have their minds on what they are doing.

A. They are oblivious of other cars.

B. They do not use turn signals.

C. They change lanes, ignoring other cars.

D. I try to be ready to alert them by honking my

horn.

Conclusion: I have developed an awareness of other drivers and have learned to drive defensively.


Notice that both outlines address the same thesis and conclusion and represent the same organizational plan,but the topic outline uses brief wording to point out parallelism while the sentence outline reveals complete thoughts. The topic outline is especially useful for organizing logic in a balanced way because the focus is on parallelism (note the obvious patterns in the example). The sentence outline helps you think through your ideas more thoroughly, and the sentences can actually be used in your paper (for example, the major ideas listed with the Roman numerals can actually serve as your topic sentences in your essay).

I. Introduction Topic overview, identify goals of paper
A. State your topic. (ex., “This paper will examine (your topic) . . . . “)

1. State why you are interested in this topic (purpose)

2. State the initial questions that you used to develop your hypothesis

B. State your thesis. Your thesis is the main idea, or focus of your paper.  All information that you present must relate to it.

1. Define all terms in your hypothesis

2. Identify points for further clarification (if any)

a.) sub point a (as needed)

b.) sub point b “

c.) sub point c “

i. other necessary information (as needed)

ii. other necessary information “

II. Background Information (includes your research) Summarize specific issues / topics
1. Discuss pertinent aspects of the research you used.

2. State the major outcomes of the research you included and how it related to

your thesis.

III. Evaluation of your thesis  Critical Evaluation of your thesis
A. State whether you confirmed or disconfirmed your hypothesis.

1. Why did you confirm or disconfirm?

2. Was your hypothesis accurate? Why?

3. Was your hypothesis inaccurate? Why?

B. Evaluation of your research. (Data and methods)

1. What was beneficial in your research? [strengths]

2. What was not beneficial in your research? [weaknesses]

3. Were you able to find sufficient research? Does the research have a narrow or broad

focus with regard to your topic? Why do you think that is the case?

4. Was the available research insufficient (quantity/quality)? Why might this be the case?

5. Did you rely on only a few (three or fewer) primary resources? What are the resulting

advantages and disadvantages?

6. Evaluate the quality of the data that you reviewed.

7. What are the possible explanations for your findings?

C. Conclusion

1. How would you change your hypothesis in a future investigation?

2. Why would you change your hypothesis?

3. What do your results suggest?
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